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An Analysis of English Usage Needs for Doctoral Students: A Case Study of the
Development of English Training Contents for Doctoral Students at
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study problems and needs of English usage of doctoral
students at Buriram Rajabhat University and to develop the English training contents for doctoral students.
Population was composed of doctoral students. The sample consisted of 16 doctoral students who were
purposively selected from Educational Administration Program and Leadership for Professional
Development. Two research tools were composed of a questionnaire and focus group discussion. The
statistics employed were percentage, mean and standard deviation. The research results revealed as
follows: 1) The sample had got problems of English four skills. The writing skill was the most problem at
the mean of 5.00 and was followed by grammar and language structure at the mean of 4.88 and 4.75
respectively. 2) The most needed English skill was a reading skill at the highest mean of 5. This was
followed by speaking and writing skills at the same mean of 4.69. 3) The contents and topics required for
adding in the Academic Reading and Writing courses were the following: 13 contents/topics for English
for Academic Reading and Writing 1 9 contents/topics for English for Academic Reading and Writing 2

and 8 contents/topics for English for Academic Reading and Writing 3, respectively.
Keyword: need analysis, English usage, English training contents for doctoral students
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